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2020 summer school dealt 
with the creative reading and 
representation of  the cultural 
landscapes of  the Datça’s 
traditional villages and their 
close environs, with tools and 
methods of  online education. 
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Datça Summer School offered a single course in 2020 with the title 
“Datça Peninsula: Microecologies of a Mediterranean Enclave” under 
the instruction of Burcu Kütükçüoglu, which lasted for three weeks 
between 27th of July and 14th of August. Due to travel restrictions 
imposed by Covid-19 pandemic, the course was held online and 
the studies were made using digital tools and sources in addition to 
complementary lectures by locals and experts. The description and 
schedule of 2020 summer school and samples of student works can 
be found in the following pages. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This graduate course is the second one of a series of summer schools 
that is planned to focus on the creative reading and representation 
of the cultural landscape of Datça Peninsula in southwestern Turkey. 
The objectives of the course include exploring the major elements 
that constitute the particular landscape of Datça with its natural 
and man-made components, while investigating its characteristics 
associated with the greater Mediterranean space as well. 

In 2020 summer school, the concept of “microecology” –as it 
is defined by historians Horden and Purcell1  is utilized as a 
tool for understanding the distinct subregions of the peninsula 
and their interrelationships. And the objective of the course is 
mapping these different regions or microecologies, with a focus 
on their spatial expressions that are manifested in settlement and 
landscape morphologies. Secondary concepts of production and 
connectivity are also utilized in this mapping, with reference to 
some major literature from within the fields of Cultural Geography 
and Mediterranean history. As the course is conducted online 
due to restrictions related to the pandemic, the students are asked 
to gain knowledge of Datça through digital maps and navigation 
tools, satellite images, aerial photographs and models in addition 
to relevant literature and research. They eventually produced their 
original maps of the distinct microecologies of Datça, supported by 
creative representation techniques and relevant data, as group works. 

The three main steps of the group works are explained in the 
following pages with samples of student works.   

1-Horden, P. and Purcell, N. (2006) ‘The Mediterranean and the “New Thalassology”’, The 
American Historical Review, 111(3), p722-740. 
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Microecological zoning of Datça peninsula according to major natural factors and settlement pat-
terns. (Group 5)

STEP 1
Each group must analyze Datça Peninsula as a whole and in relation to the 
neighboring geographic units, through satellite maps and images and try 
to understand the different microecologies/microregions it is formed out 
of. These microecologies should be your own interpretation of the sub-
units in the cultural landscape of the peninsula, that is defined by natural 
and man-made elements at once. The concepts of “production” and
“connectivity” highlighted by Horden & Purcell must also be studied in 
terms of their effect in the formation of these microecologies. Groups 
must especially focus on the network of traditional villages of Datça and 
meticulously analyze satellite images in search of borders, patterns, traces, 
variations in topography and flora etc. in addition to research through rel-
evant literature. As the outcome of this step, each group must present their 
customized map of the whole peninsula, with an original interpretation of 
its mosaic of microecological zones.

A reading of Datça’s microecological zones with the concept of Khora.

Datça Peninsula microecologies and villages. (Group 3)



Hızırsah Village. (Group 6)

Mapping of Datça peninsula according concerning ecotone zones. (Group 2)

A reading of Datça’s microecological zones with the concept of Khora. (Group 7)



STEP 2
Groups are expected to select one of the traditional villages of Datça and 
study it in more detail, with similar motives and methods as in Step 1. The 
borders, significant natural and man-made elements, different patterns of 
settlement, agriculture and landscape must be investigated and depicted in 
separate maps to be later juxtaposed to explore the microecological mosaic 
of the village. At this step, the aerial photographs of the villages taken by 
architectural photographer Cemal Emden must also be used in addition to 
satellite images, as they offer more details and higher resolution. Groups 
are also expected to make research about the villages they study –in terms 
of production types, daily life, rituals etc.- and bring forward certain 
themes/concepts that they think represent their characters best. These 
themes or concepts may provide a theoretical framework for their mapping 
activity. The outcome of this step must be a map of one of Datça’s villages 
and its close environs, which represent its microecological definition and 
zones with an original graphic language.

Karaköy Village plane with its microecologies. (Group 3) Kızlan Village with its strips of microecological zones. (Group 5)



Microecological mapping of Mesudiye Village and environs. (Group 1)

Mapping of Hızırşah Village and near environs according to microecological variations. (Group 6)

Microecological mapping of Sındı Village according to the concept of ecotone. (Group 2)



STEP 3
The final step of the study is a three-dimensional visualization of a part/
strip/subregion within the village each group studies, which represents its 
microecological mosaic and the spatial atmosphere of its cultural land-
scape, with a stylized language. The themes/concepts specified at Step 2 
must be instrumental in the shaping of this final work as well. A proposal 
or prediction about the future transformation of the cultural landscape of 
that village may also be incorporated into the three-dimensional drawing. 
The selection of the representative area and appropriate scale, decisions 
about the level of detailing and style of drawing are important factors in 
the giving an original expression to this creative work.

A cross-section of the microecological zones of Yakaköy. (Group 7) Three dimensional drawing of the cultural landscape of Sındı Village, showing ecotones. (Group 2)
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Hızırsah Village visualization over two main axes. (Group 6)

Three dimensional drawing of the cultural landscape of Sındı Village, showing ecotones.
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Axonometric drawing of Kızlan village strips. (Group 5)

Mesudiye Village. (Group 1)



BURCU KÜTÜKÇÜOGLU 
After graduating from Middle East Technical University, Department 
of Architecture in 1995 Burcu Kütükçüoglu earned two masters 
Degrees at Universidad Politècnica de Catalunya, Barcelona and METU. 
She worked at TEGET Architectural Office between 2000-2004 and 
completed her PhD studies at Istanbul Technical University in 2012. 
She was at Columbia University, Getty Research Institute and CCA 
Montreal as a researcher between 2008-2015 for different periods. She 
is a full-time faculty at İstanbul Bilgi University Faculty of Architecture 
since 2012. Her topics of research and publication include modernism 
in architecture, visual culture and photography, and the cultural and 
architectural history of the Mediterranean region.

CAN KAYA

Can Kaya was born in Datça in 1980, to a family of teachers who have been 
inhabitants of the peninsula since generations. He graduated from Yıldız 
Technical University Department of Architecture (Istanbul) in 2001 and 
completed his master’s studies about the vernacular architecture in Datça’s 
traditional villages, at İzmir Institute of Technology in 2005. He has been 
practicing as an architect in his own firm Kıyıda Mimarlık in Datça since 
2008 and contributing to academic research on Datça’s cultural geography 
and architecture, undergone by various schools and teams. 

tutor:

contributers:

CEMAL EMDEN

Cemal Emden completed his undergraduate and post-graduate degrees at 
Yıldız Technical University’s Department of Architecture in 1992. His interest 
in photography led him to combine it with his education, thereby specializing 
in architectural photography. Emden photographs for architectural offices, 
magazines, books, exhibitions and other projects both in Turkey and abroad. He 
works with institutions like Fondation Le Corbuiser and Aga Khan Foundation, 
in developing their photographic archives . Currently, he is continuing his 
photographic work globally, as one of the leading professionals in this area.

YILDIRAY LISE

Yıldıray Lise is the deputy director general of Nature Conservation Centre (Doğa 
Koruma Merkezi). He has a university degree in Biological Science (BSc. and MSc.) 
and 23 years of working experience in the field of climate change, sustainable 
development, nature conservation, ecotourism and designing trainings at local, 
national and international levels in university, NGOs, government organizations, 
United Nations organizations (UNDP, FAO) and private sector and managed 
international funded (EU, Global Environment Facility, UNDP, FAO JICA, 
BBI-MATRA, CEPF) projects. He is a member of IUCN World Commission on 
Protected Areas Europe section (since 2009), IUCN Species Survival Commission 
(since 2014), and UNESCO National Commission for Turkey Man and Biosphere 
National Committee (2006-2018).  

students

contact information
Burcu Kütükçüoglu burcu.kutukcuoglu@bilgi.edu.tr

mimarlikyl.bilgi.edu.tr

GROUP 1
Aylin Seçgin
Cansu Bıçakcı
Hüseyin Cörüt

GROUP 2
Betül Mutlu
Kaan Savcı
Neriman Civan

GROUP 3
Kerem Bostan
Seda Güven Yüzgüleç
Sule Çetin Besir

GROUP 4
Erdem Kılıçoglu
Evren Dövenci
Mustafa Mert Kılıç

GROUP 5
Egecan Kuru
Müfide Berat Deniz
Yade Erdogan

GROUP 6
Fatma Tutku Dilmaç
Hüseyin Yıldız
Yaprak Kıvrak

GROUP 7
Aslıhan Yıldırım
Seda Arslan

GROUP 8
Abdallah Aldirdasawi
Belkıs Nur Balkaner
Türkes Bayram


