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2024 workshop provided a platform for 
research and design, informed and inspired 
by Datça’s agroscapes and vernacular 
lightweight structures.

Lightweight Structures 
in Vernacular 

Agroscapes

Datça Summer School 2024 -organized as a 9-day workshop- focused 
on the investigation of the rich and diverse agricultural landscapes of 
Datça Peninsula and the use of multipurpose lightweight structures 
that enhances their spatial qualities, functionally and experientially. 

geography and vernacular settlements of Datça provides a base for the 
2024 workshop. During this year’s study, the participants made literature 

the characteristics of the agricultural landscapes in Datça, mapped their 

studies were supported by a number of face-to-face and online lectures by 



Phase 1:

attention to and collect information about the geographic distribution and seasonal 
characteristics of the agricultural lands in Datça, their visual, spatial and aesthetic 
qualities, the types of produce and their transformation through recent history and 

agricultural activities.

Mapping
One of the major outcomes of this phase is a map collectively produced by 

on this topic, including information such as the major divide between the eastern and 
western regions of the peninsula, which are devoted to irrigated and dry agriculture 
respectively, as a result of their geological and climatic features. It also shows the 

Visual Interpretations

visual interpretations of Datça’s agricultural landscapes that they had the chance 

unique experience was the day on which the workshop team came together at the 

information for their visual interpretations and the following phases of their studies.



Agroscapes of Datça



Agroscapes of Datça



Datça Peninsula historically and their possible interpretations as a contemporary 
typology.

lands until the 1980s when the main produce of the region was tobacco. Villagers 

move into their “çardak”s for the summer, which would serve a variety of functions 
such as residence, storage and workplace. However, the team also found out that 

single anonymous çardak photograph exists online in addition to the very limited 

use of interviews with locals to learn more about “çardak”s. 

Interpretations for Contemporary Use

lightweight agricultural structures of Anatolia the workshop participants developed 

to the landscape in ways that would also meet the contemporary needs of the 

creative ideas were developed by the workshop participants individually or in small 
groups, and presented in various visual formats.





Lectures:

by Can Kaya 

Peninsula with a special emphasis on its agricultural landscapes and vernacular 
architecture.

by Pablo Pérez-Ramos

by Anne-Catrin Schultz

human-nature relationship in architecture and landscape with reference to the 
variables of time, space and materials.

structures of nomadic Anatolian communities and discussed the concept of weaving 
as a theoretical instrument for understanding them.

Lecture 3

Lecture 6

Lecture 5Lecture 5
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